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On Sept. 12, Colombia's secret police (DAS) captured Fidel Castano, alias "Rambo," accused of
masterminding the massacre of 36 peasants in northern Colombia in April this year. Castano, 38,
is the son of a miner who was reportedly held as a hostage by the Colombian Revoltionary Forces
(FARC), and subsequently killed. Castano then swore to eliminate anyone with leftist tendencies as
his revenge against the rebel group. Gen. Miguel Maza, national chief of the National Department
of Security (secret police), said that Castano was captured in a region of the northeast department of
Cordoba, where he owns several farms. Rambo, he said, was identified as the man who organized
a group of nine gunmen responsible for the murders of 36 peasants on April 13 at a dance in the
village of La Mejor Esquina. Eight of the nine gunmen were imprisoned, but then released a week
ago in Cartagena. Maza told AFP that Castano was taken to Bogota under special security measures.
(Basic data from AFP, 09/12/88)
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